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Lesson Plan: Founding Era Ideology 

I. Purpose 

This lesson will challenge students to compare and contrast the ideologies of the proponents of the Declaration of Independence and the Constitution.  What were the Revolutionaries’ concerns in 1776?  How were they similar to and different from the Framers’ concerns in 1787?  How do these documents illustrate contested concepts of freedom and the tension between liberty and security? 

II. Objectives

A. Knowledge: Students will articulate the concerns related to power as expressed in the Declaration and the Constitution, particularly the problems of power under a unitary, confederated, and federal system.

B. Skills: critical reading, informal oral presentation, critical writing

C. Dispositions: Students will recognize and become familiar with the Founding Documents, while often casually linked together as hallmarks of the “American philosophy” displayed sharp contrasts, even as they displayed some common themes.

III. Materials 

Students will have read their textbook’s section on the Constitution prior to class.  They will refer to the preambles of the Declaration of Independence and the Constitution in the appendix of their textbooks.

IV. Teaching Strategies 

After dividing the class in half, students (working in pairs) will focus on one of the documents and prepare to report back to the class the rationale articulated for the document.  Students will be asked to infer or interpret concerns of each document.  The teacher will raise questions about tensions and congruencies of the documents to generate discussion.  

V. Assessment Activities 

Students will respond in a 2 –3 page paper to the following proposition: Resolved: The Constitution successfully “secured liberty” for the American people.  They may agree or disagree with the proposition, but they must support their proposition with at least two specific examples.  

VI. Evaluation 

The essay will be evaluated based on a rubric students will receive prior to the assignment.  As one of the earliest writing samples in the course, corrections/suggestions will be extensive and students will have the opportunity to re-write the essay if they wish.
