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Goals and Objectives

Imagine waking up and not being able to hear or see. Not to hear a bird sing
or see another sunset. In some ways we have allowed our classrooms to
become silent and dark. As we keep concentrating on teaching for
standardized tests, we have let much of the joy of learning slip away. Yet
experts tell us that art and music help children learn, so in a small way “Sing
a Song of America” will help bring the arts back to our students.

“Sing a Song of America” helps teach history through music and lyrics.
Exposing students to music and lyrics of different eras in U.S. history gives
them insight and understanding of different periods of history, i.e. American
Revolution, Civil War, Labor, Suffrage, the 60’s, etc. Studying the actual
lyrics is much like studying poetry - something that is included in statewide
testing. Song lyrics are however often less difficult to understand than the
poetry they might study in Language Arts.

“Sing a Song of America” could also be used in teaching Geography, using
songs of different countries and cultures to introduce new places.

Songs and their lyrics are primary source documents that give students better
understanding of what they are studying. Long after students have forgotten
specific facts about historical events they will remember a song or a tune
that they learned.

If a picture is worth a thousand words, then a song should be worth at least
as much. By studying song lyrics students will develop a better
comprehension of the time period they are investigating. Music will reach
students who might not understand the same information when it’s given in
a textbook. “Sing a Song of America” will allow students to see different
sides and aspects of American History.



Lesson Plan

Prior to introducing an era in U.S. History you should decide which pieces of music you wish to
incorporate into your lesson. “Sing a Song of America” is not so much a lesson plan as it is a way to
supplement your curriculum. The individual teacher should take this idea and make it their own.

Every era of history has music to complement it. The colonial period might be introduced with a
song such as “Wheh I First Came to This Land” which addresses immigration to the colonies in a
playful way. “The Rich Lady Over the Sea” helped explain to students the relationship between
England and her-colonies. Could the American Revolution be taught without “Yankee Doodle”?

In introducing the Civil War you might choose a typical Northern and Southern song such as
“Dixie” and “When Johnny Comes Marching Home”. These songs would likely show the optimism
both sides had at the beginning of the war. They would also show the sectionalism of the time
period. All of these aspects of the songs could be discussed. The “Blue and Gray” might be a song
you could use to show the sadder side of the war as it continues. There are also songs that exemplify
the feelir&gs of loss and sorrow as the war continues. Using these songs will help students to get a
better perception of the Civil War.

When America was moving west there are songs that are optimistic and hopeful, as well as others
that are sad, forlorn and show the difficulties of early life in the west. “Home on the Range” is a
familiar song, as are “Red River Valley” and “Sweet Betsy From Pike” that might be used for the
westward movement.

“The Texas Rangers” might be used for the Cowboy/Westward era. “There’s A Low Green
Valley/Nelly Gray” is both a love song and a song about someone moving on. “Darling
Clementine” comes from the mining era. There are also whimsical songs such as “Old Dan Tucker”
and “Who Threw the Overalls™.

“Way Down Upon De Swanee Ribber” is an incredible example of the racism of the 1800’s. Even
the more modern version is rather something.

World War I could be introduced with “Over There.” World War II has a huge amount of music that
can be used. '

“America the Beautiful” is a song that students have heard and sung, but actually reading the words
gives a much deeper meaning. The history and lyrics of “The Star Spangled Banner” is also worth
examining, students sing it but don’t know it.

Imagine what fun you could have by highlighting some of the “bubble gum” songs of the 60’s and
70’s; students would be certain that an entire generation of Americans was crazy. On a more serious
note the protest songs of the 60’s and 70°s show a country being torn apart. You can teach four
decades of history with the Billy Joel song, “We didn’t Start the Fire”.

Remember that when examining song lyrics you are looking at primary source documents. This a
skill needed for the standardized state tests as well as for Advanced Placement courses. How much
or how little music is used for each historical time period is up to the teacher. One teacher might
decide to create an entire unit on comparing just war songs, while another may just play period
music while students are working on class work. HAVE SOME FUN!



Resources

Where to buy music?

- Historical music is available at a variety of places. I have purchased historical music at
the Smithsonian, K-Mart, teacher-supply stores, and even garage sales.

The Social Studies School Service catalogue has a wide variety of available music
programs. 800.421.4246

Most text books have musical ancillaries — ask your book representative.

Where to find lyrics?

If your school has a music, chorus, or band teacher they might be able to help find music
and lyrics. They will probably be extremely helpful as they will be pleasantly surpnsed to
find a non-music teacher incorporating music into the curriculum.

Lyrics do not usually come with the music CD’s. Students really need to see the words to
understand the song; hearing it is not always enough. I have found some on the internet at
the following sites: '

www.fortunecity.com/tinpan/parton/2/history

www.maxhuntre.missouristate.edu

WWW, songsforteachjng -com

http://scriptorium.lib.'duke.edu/sheetmusic/lyrics focus is on Civil War and
Reconstruction period.

The Rock and Roll Hall of Fame has wonderful resources for using more modern music.
www.rockhall.com

Spend some time on the internet — you will find not only lyrics but also the actual songs
being sung. There is so much information out there! -

One of the best assortments of American music is “Freedom: Songs from the Heart of
America” from the PBS series. It is available on-line from Sony Music Story, or simply
go to any place that sells on-line music hke e-bay. It doesn’t have much for the really
early time periods, but focuses on the 19" and 20™ Century.



Social Studies School Service Product Information

Social Studies

AMERICAN HISTORY THROUGH
NARRATION AND SONG

By Keith and Rusty McNeil. These carefully
chosen songs capture people's feelings about
the history they lived through. Arranged
chronologically with brief narrative bridges and
- very clearly rendered, the songs range from
the familiar "Yankee Doodle Dandy" to the
. obscure "The Rich Lady Over the Sea" (sung
. at colonist "tea parties” in defiance of the
British). Accompanied by instruments
appropriate to the times--banjo, bagpipe,
fiddle, harmonica, dulcimer. Notes on the
songs are included. Grades 5 and up. Stereo.
WEM.

Titles in this series:

o COLONIAL AND REVOLUTION SONGS
o MOVING WEST SONGS
o CIVIL WAR SONGS

Keith & Rusty McNel
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&Umon_‘
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Call: 800-421-4246 (U.S. and Canada)
Fax: 800-944-5432 (U.S. and Canada)

SCh00| SQIVICQ Prﬁwffmg Quality Educational Materials for 40 years

Colonial

. Keith & Rusty Mc¢Nei!

Civil War
5

e WORKING AND UNION SONGS
¢ COWBOY SONGS
Quantity| Order Code Media/Contents
» WEM110ACD- | COMPLETE SET: 12 audio
WEB CDS, notes
Quantity Order Code Media/Contents
Colonials - ‘
/?eo::/:l{b " %M&%LACD 2 audio CDs, notes $22.95
: g Colonial & Revolution
WEM106 WEB Songbook $11.95
Quantity Order Code Media/Contents
Ciwil [Uoy | WEM103ACD-WEB | 3 audio CDs, notes
- WEM123-WEB Civil War Songbook
Add to Shopping Cart
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" 500 Best-Loved Song Lyrics Page 1 of 2

w7 View Cart

J poverPublications.com

: Y Subject |[Custome
[ HOME mrec:ory][ Service
100% ‘s‘Ase"sHmem GUARANTEE

newreLenses | catatoss | myaccount
SEARCH Amencan Hlstory, Amer;cgn '
By Subject > Music > Books on Music
500 Best-Loved Song Lyrics '
' Buy Now!
Ronald Herder
Our Price $10.95 63@5{’?& (Table of Contents) [P,
Availability: In Stock égé@_fgiart‘
Format: Book
ISBN: 048629725X ~Add this to your cart
Page Count: 208 (you car? always
Dimensions: 8 3/8 x 11 remove it later)'
Wonderful compendium of complete lyrics for well- . .
known folk songs, hymns and spirituals, nursery Shopping here is
- Guaranteed Safe!

" songs, popular and show tunes, etc. "Oh Susanna,

"The Battle Hymn of the Republic,” "Shenandoah," "Swing Low, Sweet
Chariot," "A Pretty Girl Is Like a Melody,"” hundreds more. Indispensable

for singalongs, parties, family get-togethers, etc.
Here's a sample of other books in this Dover category

Chrlstmas Carols: Complete Verses

- by Shane Weller
# Complete lyrics for over 50 of the most popular, beloved carols: "Away in a Manger,"” "O
i Come All Ye Faithful," "Joy to the World," "Silent Night," "It Came Upon a Midnight

Clear,” many more.

all books in Christmas and New Year

Best-Loved Negro Spirituals: Complete Lyrics to 178 Songs of Faith

by Nicole Beaulieu Herder, Ronald Herder
Beloved spirituals include such lasting favorites as “All God’s Children Got Shoes,”

“Balm in Gilead,” “"Deep River,” “"Down by the Riverside,” “Ezekiel Saw the Wheel,”
*Gimme That Ol’-Time Religion,” “He's Got the Whole World in His Hand,"” "Roll, Jordan

: Roll...
all books in Books on Music

10/26/2004

http://store.doverpublications.com/048629725x.html
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Using Music to Teach Social
Studies |

*
Sound clips are available from these pages.

Geography Songs
 ~ The 50 States and Capitals Song * — Tim
Pacific
Big Big World * — Bill Harley
The Continents -- Dr. Jean™
The Continents Song * — Tim Pacific

The Grand Canyon * - Sara Jordan
Publishing

The Iguazi Falls (Argentina) * .- Sara Jordan
Publishing

Mount Everest * — Sara Jordan Publishing

Oceans — Dr. Jean®
The Picnic Of The World — John Forster *

The Seven Continents * — Rich Roach
Shakin' Everywhere -- Jim Gill

Shenandoah *

Singing of Rio de Janeiro * -- Sara Jordan
Publishing

State Laughs * __ John Forster
The United States — Dr. Jean™

American Government

The Bill of Rights -- Musical Media for
Education

Elephants and Donkeys — Musical Media for
Education

The First Amendment -- Musical Media for
Education

I'm Just A Bill — *Schoolhouse Rock
The Preamble -- *Schoolhouse Rock

American History and Patriotism

American Labor * — Musical Media for
Education

The British and the American Colonists —
Musical Media for Education

Causes of the Civil War — Musical Media for
Education

Cumberiand Gap *
The Declaration of Independence -- Musical

http://www.songsforteaching.com/
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Media for Education
Elbow Room -- Schoolhouse Rock

The Erie Canal * and The E-ri-e Canal *

Farm Song — Musical Media for Education

Flag - Musical Media for Education

Gettysburg Address — Musical Media for
Education

It's a Long Way * — Bill Harley

The MAIN Causes of World War | - Musical
fMiedia for Education

Model T - Musical Media for Education

No More Kings — *Schoolhouse Rock
The Original 13 Colonies Song * — Tim
Pacific
Red, White, and Blue * -- Two of a Kind
The Shot Heard ‘Round the World —
~ *schoolhouse Rock

The Spirit of Lincoln * . Sara Jordan

The Stars and Stripes Forever — * Killer
Cadet Band

Yankee Doodle *

African-American History
See our collection of Black History Music®

American Presidents
See our Songs about U.S. Presidents and

Presidential Elections *

Native American History and Cuiture
1492 * - Nancy Schimmel
The Grand Canyon * (The Navajo) - Sara
Jordan Publishing

Land of the Midnight Sun * (The Inuit) —
Sara Jordan Publishing

Native Americans — Josh Ledbetter
Yosemite Valiey and the Sequoias * {The
Ahwahneeche) — Sara Jordan Publishing

Social Studies for Canadian Students
Songs About Canada’s History, Prime

Ministers, and Geography *

Canadian Folk Music *
Folk Music and Folk Life in Canada: A
Musical Essay by Michael Mitchell

Girls' and Women's History



Girls Who Rocked the World * - Two of a
Kind
(See also: Boys Who Rocked the World)
Sufferin’ Till Suffrage — * Schoolhouse Rock
Women's History Periodization — Musical
Media for Education

See our pages on: .
Using Music to Build an Appreciation of

Diversity *

Folk Music for Teaching *




" Sonymusicstore.com: Various: Freedom: Songs From The Heart of America

B RE E SR
Free CD with purchase:.
Includes tracks from 16 amazing artists including

Switchfoot, Incubus, The Offspring, Modest Mouse,
and Franz Ferdinand. Click here for details.

Freedom: Songs From The Heart of

America m

Release Date : 12/10/2002
Label : LEGACY
Selection # : 086879

€D $42.98
Track Listing
‘Track # Title
Disc 1 %
1 I Wish I Knew How It Would Feel To Be Free B =
2 America (My Country 'Tis Of Thee)
3 Yankee Doodle
4 Because All Men Are Brothers ZE
5 Simple Gifts ZE
6 The Star Spangled Banner of
7 Amazing Grace B
8 Erie Canal
g New River Train &,
i0 When Johnny Comes Marching Home Again i 3
11 Dixie B : %
12 Follow The Drinking Gourd b
13 Oh Freedom
i4 The Battle Hymn of the Republic
15 Johnny Has Gone For A Soldier
16 Shenandcah Lullabye B
17 Healing Song #1
18 Home On The Range oE
19 America The Beautiful ZE
20 Can The Circle Be Unbroken <
2 Semper Fidelis
22 Stars and Stripes Forever! ZE
Disc 2
1 I'm On My Way &F
2 in My Merry Oldsmobile ZE =
3 Keep Off The Grass ok
4 Over There B

9

http://www.sonymusicstore.com/store/catalog/MerchandiseDetails.jsp?merchld=5445
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Other Products

Los Lonely Bo
Los Lonely Bo.

Free Roc

purchase!

¢eie 0o
wail.su

$13.9

Switchfoot
The Beautifui

Free Swi

with purchase!

$ o 2
LF Free Roc

purchase!
‘CD o $18.08
“4$10.9

Modest Mouse
Good News Fc
Love Bad New

@ Free Roc:

purchase!
CD $i8.28
C L7 $13.9

Jessica Simps:

In This Skin

Garden State
Motion Picture

10/31/2004



Sonymusicstore.com: Various: Freedom: Songs From The Heart of America Page 2 of 2

5 When The Moon Shines On The Moonshine g2
6 The Death Of Mother Jones EB

7 (What Did I Do To Be So) Black And Blue? ZE
8 Hittin' The Ceiling ZE

9 Brother, Can You Spare A Dime? ZE

10 Dancing In The Dark ZE
11 The Gold Diggers' Song EZE
12 God Bless America
1 .On The Trail ZE
14 | This Land Is Your Land
iS5 Union Maid '
16 Strange Fruit ZE
17 Trouble ZE
8 Joe Hill B
19 we'll Meet Again ZE§
20 Praise The Lord And Pass The Ammunition ZE
21 The Freedom Train
22 Atom And Evil ZE
23 Did You See Jackie Robinson Hit That Ball?
24 The Bourgeois Blues ZE
| 25 Fanfare for the Common Man ZE
! Disc 3
o g The Times They Are A-Changin' ZH
2 America B
3 A Change Is Gonna Come ZE
4 We Shall Overcome B
5 Dancing In The Street
6 1f I Had A Hammer (The Hammer Song) IE
7 This Little Light Of Mine ZE
8 Chimes Of Freedom (Bruce Springsteen) ZE
9 People Get Ready ZE
i0 America ZE
11 Ain' Gonna Let Nobody Turn Me 'Round ZE
12 Stand!
' 13 Freedom B
14 Goodnight Saigon o
g 15 Wake Up Everybody B
i6 Fight The Power {Part 1) ZE
17 Song Of The Patriot oEf
18 Hard Times ZE
19 Open Letter (To A Landord) =&
26 Someday We'll All Be Free

10

http://www.sonymusicstore.com/store/catalog/MerchandiseDetails.jsp?merchld=5445 10/31/2004
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Rarescok .Ma_nusc’r;pt
‘Duke University

Sheet Music Lyrics

Battle cry of freedom
Words and music: George F. Root

1.

Yes we'll rally round the flag, boys,
we'll rally once again,

Shouting the battle-cry of freedom,

And we bear the glorious stars for the
Union and the right,

Shouting the battle-cry of freedom.

2.

We will meet the rebel host, boys,
with fearless heart and true,

Shouting the battle-cry of freedom,

And we'll show what Uncle Sam has for
loyal men to do,

Shouting the battle-cry of freedom.

3.
If we fall amid the fray, boys,
we'll face them to the last,
Shouting the battle-cry of freedom,
And our comrades brave shall hear 'us,
as they go rushing past,
Shouting the battle-cry of freedom.

4.

Yes, for Liberty and Union we're springing
to the fight,

Shouting the battle-cry of freedom,

And the wvict'ry shall be ours, for we're
rising in our might,

Shouting the battle-cry of freedom

Refrain: :

The Union forever, Hurrah! boys, Hurrah!

Down with the traitor, up with the star,

For we're marching to the field boys,
going to the fight,

Shouting the battle-cry of freedom!

About Sheet

Home Browse Search Title Pages Timeline .
== == Music

A project of the Digital Scriptorium
Rare Book, Manuscript, and Special Collections Library, Duke University
URL: http://scriptorium. lib.duke.edu/sheetmusic/

http://scriptorium.lib.duke.edu/sheetmusic/lyrics/Root__Battle_cry_of freedom.html 9/16/2004
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When I First G‘a'me to This Land

Pennsylvania was the most cosmopolitan of the colonies,
open to all religions. Pennsylvanians assimilated religious
groups rejected by the other colonies. The Germans had
strong feelings about the separation of church and state; and
many of them settled in Pennsylvania. German farmers,
familiar with fertilization, produced high yields, exporting
their surplus crops to the southern colonies and the West

Indies.

Early German immigrants brought:a Song to Pennsylvania
called “Wann Ich Mun Dem Land Rei Kumin ” (When I~ -
Came to This Country).- The song has many variants. This_
version was collected by Thomas R. Brendié and William S.
Troxell.

Wann Ich Mun Dem Land Rei Kumm

Words and music: anonymous.

S

Wann ich mun dem Land:rei kumm,

No war ich en armer Mann,

No kaf ich mire en Hinckel un fang des Hausen a.-
Wann di Leid mich froje deede-wie mei Hinckel heest,
Gickerigie heest mei gleines Hinkelie.

No kaf ich mir en End un fang des Hausen a,

Wann di Leid mich froje deede wie mei Endli heest,
Endli Bendli heest mei Endli,

Gickerigie heest mei gleines Hinkelie.

No kaf ich mire en Kuh un fang des Hausen a.
Wann di Leid mich frofe deede wie mei Kuh heest,
Uff un Zu heest mei Kuh,

Endli Bandli heest mei Endli,

Gicherigie heest mei gleines Hinkelie

No kaf ich mire en Genzel (etc)
Schtumm Schwenzel heest mei Genzel (eic)

No kaf ich mir en Gaul
Hawwer Maul heest mei Gaul

NG kaf ich mir en Hund
Immer Gsund heest mei Hund

No kaf ich mir en Haus
Rei un Naus heest mei Haus

No grie ich mir en Fra un fang des Hausen a.

Wann di Leid mich forje deede wei mei Weiwel heest,
Hell Deiwel heest mei Weiwel,

Rei un Naus heest mei Haus,

Immer Gsund heest mei Hund,

Hawwer Maul heest mei Gaul,

Schtumm Schwenzel heest mei Genzel,

Uff un Zu heest mei Kuh,

Endli Bendli heest mei Endli,

Gicherigie heest mei gleines Hinckelie.

13

Literal translation:

When I came to this country I was a poor man,

Then I bought a little chicken and began housckeeping.
If people ask the name of my little chicken,

Gickerigie is the name of my little chicken.

Then I bought a duck and began housekeeping.
If people ask the name of my little duck,
End-of-the-string is the name of my little duck

Then I bought a cow (etc)
Open-and-shut is the name of my cow (etc)

Then I bought a little goose-
Bobtail is the name of miy little goose.

Then I bought a horse
Oats-mouth is the name of my horse.

Then [ bought a dog
Always-well is the name of my dog.

Then I bought a house
In-and-out is the name of my house.

* Then I got a wife and began housekeeping.

If people ask the name of my little wife,
Hell-devil is the name of my wife,

In-and-out is the name of my house,
Always-well is the name of my dog,
Oats-mouth is the name of my horse,

Bobtail is the name of my little goose,
Open-and-shut is the name of my cow,
End-of-the-string is the name of my little duck,
Gickerigie is the name of my little chicken.

Colonial & Revolution Songbook  Keith & Rusty McNeil 13



Folksinger Oscar Brand popularized this old song in the late 1950s with his own translation. Here is his version.

When I First Came to This Land

Words and music: Oscar Brand.
TRO - © Copyright 1957 (renewed ), 1965 (renewed) Ludlow Music, Inc. New York, NY. Used by permission.
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‘When I first came to this land, [ was not a wealthy man. When I first (etc) T

Then I built myself a shack, I did what I could.
I called my shack, Break my back. .
Still the land was sweet and good, I did what I could.

When I first came to this land, I was not a wealthy man.

Then 1 bought myself a cow, I did what [ could. -

I called my cow, No milk now.
I called my shack, Break my back.
Still the land was sweet and good, I did what I could.

When I first came to this land, [ was not a wealthy man.

Then I got myself a son, I did what I could.

1 told my son: “My work’s done.”

Then I bought myself a duck,
I called my duck, Out of luck.
Then I got myself a wife,
I called my wife, Joy of my life.

For the land was sweet and good, I did what I could.

14 colonial & Revolution Songbook ~ Keith & Rusty McNeil
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Then I bought myself a horse, I did what I could.
I called my horse, Lame of course.

I called my cow, No milk now.

I called my shack, Break my back.

Still the land (etc.)



Soldier, Soldier Will You Marry Me

- All able-bodied men in the colonies were expected to take up arms when
danger threatened. Soldiers in the militia were responsible for providing
their own weapons, horses and clothing. A colonial soldier was likely to pick
up what he could, wherever he could. “Soldier, Soldier Will You Marry Me”
is an American song with English antecedents.

- Soldier, Soldier Will You Marry Me

Words and music: anonymous.
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Soldier, soldier will you marry.me,
With your musket, fife and drum?

Oh, how can I marry such a pretty girl as you,

When I have no hat to put on?

Off to the haberdasher she did go, as fast as she could run

Bought him a hat, the best that was there,

And the soldier put it on.

Soldier, soldier will you marry me,
With your musket, fife and drum?

Oh, how can I marry such a pretty girl as you,

When I have no coat to put on?

1)

Off to the tailor she did go, as fast as she could run,
Bought him a coat, the best that was there,

And the soldier put it on.

Soldier, soldier will you marry me,
With your musket, fife and drum?

Oh, how can I marry such a pretty girl as you,

16 Colonial & Revolution Songbook  Keith & Rusty McNeil
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When I have no boots to put on? *

Off to the cobbler she did go, as fast as she could run,
Bought him a pair of the bestthat was there,

And the soldier put them on.

Soldier, soldier will you marry me,

With your musket, fife and drum?

Oh, bow can I marry such a pretty girl as you,
When I have no pants to put on?

Off to the tailor she did go, as fast as she could run,
Bought him a pair, the best that was there,

And the soldier put them on.

Now soldier, soldier will you marry me,

With your musket, fife and drum?

Well, how can I marry such a pretty girl as you,
With a wife and three kids back home?



The Rich Lady'Over the Sea

As British taxes increased, so did colonial resistance.

Colonists resented the Sugar Act and the Currency Act, both
passed in 1764. The Sons of Liberty rioted in the streets of

Boston to protest passage of the Stamp Act in 1765. The
Revenue Act of 1767 further inflamed the colonists. The

Tea Act of 1773, which made it possible for the British East

India Company to sell jits tea in America at prices well
below those of American tea merchants, inspired angry

colonists to throw British East India tea into Boston Harbor.

Similar “tea parties” took place up and down the coast.

The Rich Lady Over the Sea

Words and music: anonymous.
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There was a rich lady lived over the sea,
And she was an island queen.

Her daughter lived off in the new country,
With an ocean of water between.

With an ocean of water between,

With an ocean of water between.

The old lady’s pockets were filled with gold,
Yet never contented was she, :
So she ordered her daughter to pay her a tax
Of thruppence a pound on the tea.

Of thruppence a pound on the tea,

Of thruppence a pound on the tea.

“Oh mother, dear mother,” the daughter replied,
“I"Il not do the thing that you ask,

I'm willing to pay a fair price on the tea,

But never the thruppenney tax.” (etc)

“You shall!” cried the mother, and reddened with rage,
“For you’re my own daughter, you see,

And it’s only proper that daughter should pay

Her mother a tax on the tea.” (etc) '

She ordered her servant to come up to her,
And to wrap up a package of tea,

And eager for thruppence a pound she put in
Enough for a large family. (etc)

The tea was conveyed to her daughter’s own door,
All down by the oceanside,

But the bouncing girl poured out every pound

On the dark and the boiling tide. (etc)

And then she called out to the island queen,

“Oh mother, dear mother,” called she,

“Your tea you may have when “tis steeped enough,
But never a tax from me!” (etc)

The Boston Massacre
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Yankee Doodle

“Yankee Doodle” was one of the favorite songs of the American Revolution.
Theories about the origins of the melody vary. Some say it was popular in Holland
around 1500. Others say it came from Southern Europe in the Middle Ages, or
from Germany, France, Hungary, Persia, Biscay, Wales, Ireland or England. It was
reportedly sung by Charles I's Cavaliers ridiculing Cromwell’s Roundheads.

Many scholars attribute the original British words to Dr. Richard S. Schuckberg,
a British army surgeon. Dr. Schuckberg reportedly wrote the words in the 1740s
or early 1750s, ridiculing the colonial American soldiers. It became popular
among British soldiers during the French and Indian Wars. The earliest known
publication of “Yankee Doodle” is believed to have been in the New York Journal
on October 12, 1768.

As hostilities between British and American soldiers began, British soldiers
sang:

Yankee Doodle came to town,
For to buy a firelock,

We will tar and feather him,
And so we will John Hancock.

- American lsoldicrs adopted Yankee Doodle as their own, and sang it as the British
retreated from Concord and Lexington. They also made up verses making fun of
their own officers, including General Washington.

British caricature of
Yankee Doodle American militiaman
Words and music: anonymous.
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Father and I went down to camp
Along with Captain Goodwin, |
And there we saw the men and boys
As thick as hasty puddin’

CHORUS
Yankee Doodle keep it up,
Yankee Doodle dandy,

Mind the music and the step,
And with the girls be handy.

And then the feathers on his hat
They looked so ‘tarnal finey,

1 wanted peskily to get,

To give to my Jemimy.

CHORUS

And there we saw a thousand men,
As rich as Squire David,

And what they wasted every day

1 wish it could be saved.

CHORUS

And there they’d fife away like fun,
And play on corn stalk fiddles,
And some had ribbons red as blood
All bound around their middles.

CHORUS

Uncle Sam came there to change
Some pancakes and some onions,
For molasses cakes to carry home
To give his wife and young ‘uns.

CHORUS

And there they had a swamping gun
As large as a log of maple,

Upon a deuced little cart,

A load for father’s cattle.

CHORUS

~ And every time they’d shoot it off

It took a horn of powder,
It made a noise like father’s gun,
Only a nation louder.

CHORUS

And there was Captain Washington,
With gentlefolks about him,

They say he’s grown so ‘tamal proud
He will not ride without them.

CHORUS

And there was Captain Washington,
Upon a strapping stallion,

And giving orders to his men,

I guess there was a million.

CHORUS

There came General Washington,
Upon a snow white charger,

He looked as big as all outdoors,
And thought that he was larger.

CHORUS

Yankee Doodle is the tune

Americans delight in,

“Twill do to whistle, sing or play,
And is just the thing for fighting.

CHORUS
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The World Turned Upside Down

In September of 1781, while the French fleet held off the
British fleet, General Washington closed in on the British
troops at Yorktown. With his supplies cut off, and his escape
by sea impossible, Cornwallis surrendered. The afternoon
of the surrender, the British band played “The World Turned

Upside Down.” In the song, the mother represents England,
and the daughter represents America. The would-be peace- .
maker farmer Pitt is William Pitt, who was head of the
British ministry during the period. The tune 1s the old
English folk melody “Down, Derry Down.”

Surrender at Yorktown
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The World Turned Upside Down

Words and music: anonymous.
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Der - rydown, down, hey der- ry down.

Goody Bull and her daughter together fell out,

Both squabbled and wrangled and made a great rout.
But the cause of the quarrel remains to be told,

Then lend both your ears and a tale I'll unfold.
Derry down, down, hey derry down.

Then lend both your ears and a tale I'll-'unfold.

The old lady, it seems, took a freak in her head,

That her daughter, grown woman, might earn her own bread,
Self-applauding her scheme, she was ready to dance,

But we’re often too sanguine in what we advance.

Derry down, down, hey derry down.

But we’re often too sanguine in what we advance.

For mark the event, thus for fortune we’re crossed,
Nor should people reckon without their good host,
The daughter was sulky and wouldn’t come to,

And pray what in this case could the old woman do?
Derry down, down, hey derry down.

And pray what in this case could the old woman do?
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Then lend bothyour ears and a

tale T'll un-fold.

“Zounds, neighbor,” quoth Pitt, “what the devil’s the matter?
A man cannot rest in his home for your clatter.”

“Alas,” cries the daughter, “Here’s dainty fine work,

The old woman grows harder than Jew or than Turk.

Derry down, down, hey derry down.

The old woman grows harder than Jew or than Turk.”

“She be damned!” says the farmer, and to her he goes,
First roars in her ears, then tweaks her old nose,
“Hello Goody, what ails you? Wake, woman, I say,

I am come to make peace in this desperate fray,

Derry down, down, hey derry down,

I am come to make peace in this desperate fray.”

“Alas,” cries the old woman, “And must [ comply?
But I'd rather submit than the hussy should die.”
“Pooh, prithee, be quiet, be friends and agree,

You must surely be right if you’re guided by me,
Derry down, down, hey derry down,

You must surely be right if you’re guided by me.”
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