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Description:
This is a six-credit graduate course dealing with the political, constitutional, and legal history of the framing and ratification of the Constitution of the United States.  Based mainly on documentary sources, it examines fundamental questions concerning the nature of the American political tradition, constitutionalism, the rule of law, and the social, cultural and intellectual context in which the American Founding took place.  The Madison Foundation recognizes its professional responsibility to provide an academically rigorous course, based on the highest standards of scholarship and carried on in a spirit of intellectual objectivity, openness and civility.

 Instruction:  The course meets daily from 8:30 a.m. to 11:15 a.m. The format is a ninety-minute lecture followed by discussion group analysis of assigned texts.  Course grade is based primarily on three essays (1500-2000 words in length) dealing with assigned readings.  Participation in discussion groups is expected and is taken into account. Faculty work closely with Fellows and are available for individual conferences at scheduled office hours and by appointment.   

Texts: 
Gordon S. Wood, The American Revolution: A History (2002) 

Winton U. Solberg, ed., The Constitutional Convention and the Formation of the Union (1990)

 Jack P. Greene, ed., Settlements to Society 1607-1763 (1975)

Jack P. Greene, ed., Colonies to Nation 1763-1789 (1975)

John Kaminski, ed., A Necessary Evil? Slavery and the Debate over the Constitution (1995)

Herbert Storing, ed. The Anti-Federalist: Writings by the Opponents of the Constitution (1985

Hamilton, Jay, Madison, The Federalist
Helen E. Veit et al., eds., Creating the Bill of Rights (1991)

JMF Summer Institute  08 Course Packet [documents and essays]

Lectures and Readings     
 June 23
Introduction:   Modern Constitutionalism in America :   Belz
Wood, The American Revolution  
Belz, “Constitutionalism and the American Founding”

Howard, “The Bridge at Jamestown: The Virginia Charter of 1606 and Constitutionalism in the Modern World”

Murrin, “A Roof without Walls: The Dilemma of American National Identity”

June 24    English Colonization in North America :     Hanssen
Greene, Settlements to Society, 12-33, 60-69, 81-90, 94-103, 111-12, 139-51, 158-71, 184-99
 June 25   American  and British Relations in the 18th C.  Empire :    Hardwick  
Greene, Settlements to Society, 358-368; Greene, Colonies to Nation, 8-12, 26-66, 84-92, 121-36, 182-88, 220-50

 June 26   American Revolution and 18th C. Political Thought :  Morrison

Cicero, Republic

Burke, “Speech on Conciliation with the Colonies”


Locke, Second Treatise of Civil Government

Montesquieu, Spirit of the Laws

Hume, Of the Original Contract

Burgh, Political Disquisitions
June 27   Revolution and American Nationality :  Belz
          

Greene, Colonies to Nation,  211-38, 255-59, 266-83


#######################################

June 30    Significance of Religion in the American Revolution :    Morrison
Greene, Settlements, 29-33, 39-42; Colonies to Nation, 298-301 
Morrison, “John Witherspoon’s Revolutionary Religion”

Witherspoon, “Sermon: Dominion of Providence” 
West, “On the Right to Rebel Against Governors” 
Langdon, “The Republic of the Israelites an Example to the American States”
Images: “Revolutionary Battle Flag 1776” and “An Attempt to Land a Bishop 1769”
July 1   State Constitutions and Spirit of ‘76 :   Hardwick  


Greene, Colonies to Nation, 304-374 

July 2   Articles of Confederation and American Nationality :  Hanssen  
Greene, Settlements, 373-77; Greene, Colonies to Nation, 241-50, 428-43, 455-74  
Jensen, “The Idea of a National Government During the American Revolution”  
Onuf, “The First Federal Constitution: The Articles of Confederation”  
Alexander Hamilton, letter to James Duane 
Benjamin Rush, “Address to the People of the United States” 
July 3     Constitutional Convention and Republican Principle :  Belz
Madison, “Vices of the Political System” [Greene, Colonies to Nation, 514-19]

Solberg, 54-179 

July 4
  Constitutional Convention and Executive Power :  Morrison 

Solberg, 179-278

####################################################
July 7   Constitutional Convention and Political Philosophy :  Hanssen
Solberg, 278-375 

July 8     Slavery and Ratification of Constitution :  Hardwick

Kaminski

July 9    Federalists and Ratification :   Belz 

The Federalist, no. 43-46, 49-51, 67-73, 78-81, 84-85
July 10     The Federalist and Political Theory :   Morrison   


The Federalist, no. 1-2, 4, 6, 9-10, 14-17, 22-24, 29, 31, 37-40 
July 11    Anti-Federalists as Founding Fathers :     Hardwick
Storing, The Anti-Federalist, 13-20, 65-73, 79-96, 108-27, 138-45, 234-36, 243-44, 297-315, 331-56

####################################################

July 14  Guest lecture   The Bill of Rights : Charlene Bickford, First Federal Congress 

Project and George Washington University 
Veit et al., Creating the Bill of Rights, 1-213

July 15
  Constitution and Women’s Rights :  Hanssen

“Mercy Otis Warren versus Lord Chesterfield, 1779”

Joseph Addison, Cato: A Tragedy

Benjamin Rush, “Thoughts Upon Female Education”

Judith Sargent Murray, “On the Equality of the Sexes”

Murray, “Observations of Female Abilities”

July 16   Constitutional Politics and Federalist Pary:  Morrison

Hamilton, Opinion on the Constitutionality of a National Bank 1791


Jefferson, Opinion on the Constitutionality of a National Bank 1791

July  17    Constitutional Politics and Republican Party : Belz

Madison, Essays for the National Gazette 1792


Hamilton, “Pacificus” 1793
July 18      Constitutional Roundtable : Faculty and Fellows 

2

